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ABSTRACT

Background: The negative stigma is inherent in transvestites because it is referred to as one of
the sources of the spread of STIs and HIV/ AIDS viruse. In their position as a sex worker who was
considered very low and lack of knowledge about reproductive health, the transvestites were
infected with STIs and the HIV virus from their sexual partners. This happened because of a lack of
information about reproductive health and access to health services for queer. This study aimed to
analyze perceived benefit of condom use domination on the perceived benefit of sexually
transmitted infection screening on queer.

Subjects and Method: This was a qualitative study with phenomenological approach. Seven
representative informants were selected by purposive sampling. The data were collected by in-
depth interview and focus group discussion. The number of informants at the focus group
discussion was eight people.

Results: Most of the informants believed that they were able to avoid or recover from STIs by
using safety, namely condoms. They are more convinced that by applying condoms to their
partners, it will be more useful as prevention of STIs compared to STI screening, on the grounds
that practical condoms are easy to carry and do not hurt when having sexual intercourse.
Conclusion: All transvestites believe that STI screening can be beneficial to their health, but the
reality in their behavior is that they believe in condoms as a means of preventing ST1Is.
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BACKGROUND
The existence of STIs has had a major
impact in HIV / AIDS control (Ministry of
Health, 2011; Provincial AIDS Commission
for DIY, 2014). Based on data from the
"WHO Online Survey 2012" on online IMS
reporter results, Syphilis is a type of STI
found in more than 100 countries world-
wide, followed by gonorrhea in more than
90 countries, congenital syphilis and
chlamydia over 60 countries and herpes
more than 40 countries (WHO, 2013). Pre-
venting and treating STIs may reduce the
risk of sexually transmitted HIV, especially
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in populations which are most likely to have
multiple sexual partners, such as commer-
cial sex workers and their clients. STT and
HIV AIDS prevention and intervention
programs undertaken by the Ministry of
Health of the Republic of Indonesia and
NGOs up to now have been based on risk-
based interventions in accordance with the
2011 Integrated Biological and Behavior
Survey (STBP) survey results (Ministry of
Health, 2011).

The highest prevalence of Syphilis was
found in Waria/transvesities (25%), follow-
ed by WPSL (10%), LSL (9%), WBP (5%),
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Risti Potential Men (4%), WPSTL (3%), and
IDU%). The highest prevalence of gonor-
rhea is in WPSL (38%), followed by trans-
vestites (29%), LSL (21%), and WPSTL
(19%). The highest prevalence of chlamydia
is in WPSL and WPSTL (41% each), follow-
ed by transgender (28%) and LSL (21%).
The prevalence of gonorrhea and or chla-
mydia is between 33% (LSL) and 56%
(WPSL). The search for treatment for
health services (STI services) among res-
pondents who had more symptoms of STIs
was not done by transvestites compared to
other survey populations. From these data,
it can be seen that the transvestite popu-
lation has a high percentage of Syphilis
Prevalence and Prevalence of Gonorrhea
and or Chlamydia, but most transvestites
never make visits to STI Services (Circular
Letter No. 129 Year 2013, no date; Province
of DIY, 2014).

The number of transvestites in Yogya-
karta according to KEBAYA data and
records is 412 people. But this figure only
shows the transvestites who join the
organization KEBAYA and it is not the total
number of transvestites throughout the
city. 42 of them stated as positive for HIV
infection. KEBAYA and the government
cooperate in order to decrease the number
of STI and HIV/AIDS in transsexuals
through sexually transmitted infections
(IMS) services provided in several health
services such as Gedongtengen, Umbul-
harjo I Public health centers, RS. Jogja,
Edelwise Clinic RS. Sardjito, Puskesmas
Kretek and NGO PKBI-DIY (KEBAYA,
2008; PKBI D.

A preliminary study conducted by the
researchers by extracting information
through interviews with the Chairman and
4 transvestites at NGO KEBAYA shows that
the transvestite attentions towards VCT
HIV/AIDS is higher than that of STI
screening. transvestites have a perception
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that HIV/AIDS VCT is considered more
important than STI screening without them
being aware that STI is one factor that
increases the likelihood of HIV. If STI
events are left alone without proper inter-
vention the target will be difficult to break
the chain of HIV/AIDS transmission.
Despite knowing places where STI services
are, they are sometimes reluctant to seek
help either for diagnostic or treatment
purposes, due to embarrassment and nega-
tive stigma about transvestites. The pro-
blem in this study is how the dominance of
condom benefit beliefs against the beliefs of
the STI screening benefits.

SUBJECTS AND METHOD

This was a qualitative study with pheno-
menology approach. Informants in this
study were transvestites for about 7 people.
Sampling technique in this study was pur-
posive sampling based on criterion based
sampling criteria that is transvestite who
work as Commercial Sex Worker (PSK) and
non-PSK (salon worker, make up artist,
entertainment, etc), transvestite with[[[ STI
and transsexuals who are not affected by
STIs. The next technique was snowball
sampling. The researcher asked the NGO
chairman to point out the transvestites who
were in accordance with the criteria and are
willing to be interviewed, until the
researcher's needs are met.

The data collection was conducted
using in-depth interviews and focus group
discussions. In-depth interviews consisted
of 7 transvestites and 3 key informants. In
the implementation of FGD, informants
consisted of 8 transvestites. The data
analysis used in this study was interactive
model of Miles and Huberman (2007)
consisting of 4 steps: data collection, data
reduction, presentation and data analysis in
the form of conclusion or verification data
(Murti, 2013; Moleong, 2010).

127



Journal of Health Promotion and Behavior (2018), 3(2): 126-129

https://doi.org/10.26911/thejhpb.2018.03.02.06

RESULTS

This study was conducted on November
2014 up to April 2015. The descriptions
about perceived benefit of condom use
domination on the perceived benefit of
sexually transmitted disease screening were
as follows: Confidence about the use of STD
screening services in this study obtained
similar answers. Most informants believe
that they can avoid or recover from STD by
using safety which was condom. They were
more convinced that putting a condom on
their partner would be more useful as STD
prevention compared to STD screening, for
the reason that the condom was practical,
easy to carry, and did not hurt during
sexual activity.

Some informants said that they were
not sure that they were able to avoid STD
because they had sexual activity with
customers without using safety. Although
they already used condoms during sexual
activity, however, one of them was still feel
unsure that he/she was able to contracted
by STD. Because one of the sexual activities
was oral sex, at the time of oral sex, the
partner of informants did not use condoms
because the informant was allergic to
condoms. There was a feeling of nausea
when the informant performed oral by
using a condom.

DISCUSSIONS
In this study, all the informants believed
that STD screening was beneficial for
health especially in the prevention of STD.
By doing STD screening, it would avoid
sexually transmitted diseases and can find
out earlier if he/she was exposed to the
disease. Another advantage that they get
was that they can consult directly with the
doctor and got lots of information about
STD. However, so far most informants
believed that they were able to avoid or
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recover from STD by using a safety which
was condom. They were more convinced
that putting a condom on their partner
would be more useful as STD prevention
compared to STD screening, for the reason
that the condom was practical, easy to
carry, and did not hurt during sexual
activity (Zhao et al., 2012; Solomon et al.,
2014).

Some of them stated that they were
not sure to avoid or recover from STD due
to their activities as sex workers and they
have multiple partners. Although they
already tried to bring condoms, but there
were some partners and customers who
were not willing to use the condoms. This
was in line with a study done by Yusnita
(2012) which stated that sex workers always
offer condom use to the customers, but due
to low negotiation skills and low bargaining
position of sex workers, they did not
require condom use to the customers
(Corrigan and Watson, 2002; Yusnita,
2012).

Based on the results of the study on
transvestites in Kebaya NGO, Yogyakarta, it
can be concluded that almost all trans-
vestites believed that STD screening could
be beneficial for their health, but the reality
in their behavior was more relying on
condom as a means of STD prevention.
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